
Lab 3 Set Up: Emotional Stroop Effect (AKA e-Stroop) 
 

Instructions for data collection 
 

1. Please run through the entire experiment on your own before collecting data to become 
familiar with the SuperLab environment. 
 

2. Ask 2 friends (with normal color vision) to participate in a reaction time experiment—
one at a time.  There is only one session in this experiment, which will last approximately 
30 minutes maximum.  The experiment is saved under the name 
“EmotionStroopExperiment” on a computer in TLC 206.  It is imperative that you plan to 
run in advance because 206 is not open 24 hours/day.   
 

3. Seat your friend comfortably in front of the computer and hand out the informed consent 
form (but be sure that the participant doesn’t see the back of the form, because it contains 
the debriefing information about the study.  Participants should not have to bend or strain 
to see the screen.  The distance between their eyes and the computer screen should be 
around 1.5-2 feet—I trust your judgment.  When you run the experiment, you’ll first see 

this screen, where you’re asked to name your participant:  
4. The first part of the name for your participant is your initials.  If you are in Dr. Foley’s 

class, put the number 1 after your initials (e.g., ABC1); if you are in Dr. G’s class, put the 
number 2 after your initials (e.g., ABC2).  To distinguish between your two participants, 
use the letter a for your first participant and the letter b for your second participant. Thus, 
you would “name” your first participant something like ABC1a and your second 
participant something like ABC1b. Make sure you are saving your data to the 
Desktop, as you will be asked to do in the second screen (save the data using the 

same “name” you used earlier):  
 

5. Next, you will see the first screen, which is the instructions/welcome screen.  Make sure 
your participants read and understand the directions.   

 
6. If a participant asks if this is a Stroop task, you may say, “yes” because knowledge of this 

usually doesn’t affect results.  However, don’t volunteer any information if they do not 
ask. 

 
7. After the initial screen, they will be given a practice block with color words.  Then, the 

experiment contains 4 blocks of 16 word items each.  One block is color words, the next 



is concrete words, the third block is emotion words, and the last block contains abstract 
words.  It is typical that the color word block would appear first.  

 
8. This experiment moves quickly.  If you think your participant is not paying attention or is 

having trouble with the task, you my need to run an additional participant.  Thus, make 
sure that people read the instructions carefully.   

 
9. The 1 key is your friend!  In some screens, it will tell the participant to press 1 to begin.  

On some screens it may not… if so, press 1 to move on. If you need to end the 
experiment, press the Esc key.  

 
10. SAVE YOUR DATA in two places (so that you’re certain it can’t be lost).  Email your 

data files to your teacher, NOT printouts of your data.   
 

11. Data must be sent to Dr. Foley by 3/28 and Dr G by   .   


